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Joint Coordination Monitoring Board 

 

Kabul, April 4th 2016 

 

Draft statement by the head of the French delegation  

 

(chair of the Mini-Dublin Group of Kabul) 

 

Mr President, 

 

 I would like to highlight one specific area which is crucially 

important, even though it is not assessed as such in the current 

SMAF, which is the fight against the production and trade of 

narcotics. This parallel economy is one of the main dangers faced by 

Afghanistan in its efforts to reach sustained growth and 

development. It creates imbalances in the legal economy, spreads 

corruption, fuels criminal organizations in and contributes to the 

funding of terrorist activities. It also fosters a feeling of uncertainty 

which is detrimental to entrepreneurship, hampers the government’s 

ability to collect taxes, and ultimately weakens state institutions. 

Finally, the production and trade of narcotics have a major impact on 

public health. The words of President Ghani, Minister Atmar and my 

EU and US colleagues all underlined the close connection which exists 

between narcotics, security and development. 

 

In this context, the Mini-Dublin Group of Kaboul, which is a 

large group of countries monitoring all aspects of the drug control 

situation in Afghanistan, has produced a non-paper promoting the 

inclusion of the issue of counter-narcotics in the preparatory works of 

the Brussels Conference.  

 

This non-paper acknowledges the recent progress made by the 

Afghan government in its fight against narcotics. This progress is 
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significant, with the new Afghan National Drug Action Plan, a 

stronger community mobilization, the decrease in poppy cultivation 

in 2015 (although expectations are less optimistic for 2016), the 

launch of new initiatives in the treatment of drug-addicts or the 

adaptation of the legal environment to fight the narcotics trade and 

the resulting financial flows. 

 

Nevertheless, much remain to be done and with the continuous 

support of the international community, the members of the Mini-

Dublin Group of Kabul prompt the Afghan government to intensify its 

efforts to create tangible, sustained, long-term achievements.  

 

Thank you. 


